An Excavators Guide
to Understandlng




Oklahoma One-Call System, Inc. is dedicated to keeping
Oklahomans safe while digging. One of the best ways to
stay safe while digging is to be educated on all aspects of
the process. We have put together a quick reference guide
to help you understand what the locate marks mean and
how to know where the best place to dig Is.
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-Depressed or Visible Trench Lines
-Stub Ups
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Jolerance Zone

Did you know that the Oklahoma Underground Facilities Damage Prevention Act includes a
tolerance zone for excavation? It says “...the approximate location of the underground facilities
shall be defined as a strip of land two (2) feet on either side of such underground facility.”

So what does that mean to you? This means that since the markings on the ground show the
approximate location of the underground facilities you should use extra caution when

you are within 24” of the marks. In fact, the Common Ground Alliance (CGA) has published Best
Practices 4.0 which includes a statement about excavating within the tolerance zone.
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For example, if you have determined that a gas line is near your dig site you should first hand dig
near the marks so that you can determine the exact location of that gas line prior to digging with

a large piece of excavation equipment, But how do you know where to stop hand digging? First,

determine what size line is under those flags and paint. If you have a 24" gas line, you will need

to add the 24" to either side of that line to find your tolerance zone. In this case your tolerance
zone would be a total of 72 inches.



Marking Types

Direct Buried Lines will have a
single mark usually about 2 inches
X 12 inches and spaced about
every three paces or about 10
feet.

Filber conduits will be
marked with a single stripe
on either side of the system
and a dot or diamond in the

center.

Note: These marks are generally reflective of communication companies in
Oklahoma and do not neccessarily reflect the marks of all facility companies.




Example Marks

Marking requirements for AT&T
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Example Marks

Marking requirements for Cox Communications
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Marking requirements for Gas pipelines
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These marks are refletive of SM&P Utility Resourses, Inc. and the companies they locate
facilities for and may not be true for all facility companies in the state of Oklahoma.



All Clear

Examples of “All Clear”
marks. These will appear
when there are no
underground facilities in the
area requested to be
located for each company.
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Private Lines

One thing to remember.is that Call Okie only
notifies companies who have registered facility
lines in your.area. Ihis means that any private

[INeS Such as sprinker.systems, underground
pool utilities; and any lines that are used solely

ior.private use; are notlocated.
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Questions?

It there is ever any question about the line marking or the
facility locating process please contact Oklahoma
One-Call System, Inc. immediately before proceeding to
dig. Call Okie can be used as a great resource for any
questions and also has the numbers for the facility
owners that were notified for your locate.

Rial
81 or
1=800-522-6543




